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ALL-SEEING EYES OF BUDDHA REPRESENTED IN NEWAR ART: THE GLORIOUS STUPA 
OF SWAYAMBHUNATH, IN NEPAL. 


The remarkable art of Nepal expressed in woodcarving and in bronze and copper work 
originated with the Newars, who came from Tibet and were later conquered by the Gurkhas. 
The religion followed by the Nepalese has elements of the Gurkha Hindu cult combined 
with the Newars’ Buddhism. The superb Stupa of Swayambhunath at the summit of a 
pointed hill in Katmandu, reached by 500 steps, is venerated by Buddhist and Hindu alike. 
It bears a representation of the all-seeing eyes of Buddha above a stylised nose which 


suggests a question mark. Built originally in the third century, it has been enlarged and 
restored many times. Legend records that it was raised on the site of a miraculous lotus 
planted by Vipasya, a former Buddha, who visited the lake which covered the plain where 
the city of Katmandu now stands. He prophesied that when the lotus flowered, 
Swayambhunath the “ self-existent,’’ would leap from it as a flame and that the 
lake would become rich land, 


Colour photograph by Tom Weir, 
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WHERE THE BYZANTINE EMPERORS WERE CROWNED: UNDER THE HUGE DOME OF 1400-YEAR-C 


and Isidorus of Miletus ; and the vast church, with its huge and revolutionary dome, enriched 

with the treasures of the ancient world, was inaugurated by Justinian on December 27, 537, 

when he walked towards the pulpit and cried : ‘‘ Glory be to God, who hath deemed me worthy 

to accomplish such a work! Oh, Solomon, I have surpassed thee !’’ In 557 the dome 

crashed and Justinian had it rebuilt by Isidorus the Younger, the son of the former Isidorus ; 
Specially painted for ** The Illustrated 


The Great Church (Megule Ekklesia) of Constantinople was built on this site by Constantine 


the Great and called Hagia Sophia (Divine Wisdom) in 325 A.D. It was enlarged by 
Constantius I. and destroyed by fire in 404. Rebuilt by Theodosius in 415, it was destroyed 
again in 532. Within forty days Justinian laid the foundation-stone of the enlarged and 
magnificent building which remains to this day. His architects were Anthemius of Tralles 
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R-OLD ST. SOPHIA, ISTANBUL, THE 


and the second inauguration took place in 558 A.D. 


FLOWER AND MASTERPIECE OF BYZANTINE ARCHITECTURE. 


Under the Christian Emperors it was 
continuously repaired and enriched ; and after the conquest of May 29, 1453, Mehmet II. 
Fatih had it converted into a mosque. 


of Byzantine and Turkish art. During last summer our Artist, Mr. Alan Sorrell, was visiting 


Istanbul and painted this picture of the great expanse beneath the dome, looking north- 
eastwards towards (right) the apse and the pulpit-like Hunkar mafili or sultan’s pew. The 
Islamic furnishings added, including the four exterior minarets, during the Ottoman period, roped-round mosaic (right foreground) is the Omphalos, where part of the liturgy was read 

but the main beauties of the building survived. In 1934 it was secularised as a museum and where, it is believed, the throne of the Emperor stood for the coronation ceremony. 
ated London News’ by Alan Sorrell. 


All the Christian furnishings were removed and various 
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PREPARING FOR THE CHANGE OF SHIFT : THE HEN STRETCHES UPWARDS TO THE FULL, CLEANING AND TIDYING THE NEST: THE HERON CLEARING THE NEST OF ODDMENTS OF 
WAITING FOR HER MATE TO COME AND TAKE A TURN AT SITTING ON THE EGGS. THE FOREIGN MATTER BEFORE SITTING ON THE EGGS, THE HERON TURNS THEM OVER 
NEST USUALLY CONTAINS THREE TO SIX EGGS SEVERAL TIMES WITH HIS BEAK. 











IN AN ATTITUDE OF ALARM: THE HERON HALF-RISING, WITH THE BEAK TURNED COMFORTABLY SETTLED ON THE EGGS: THE PURPLE HERON PHOTOGRAPHED ON ITS NEST 
TOWARDS A POSSIBLE ENEMY. THE PURPLE HERON IS DISTINGUISHED FROM THE IN THE CAMARGUE. ITS LONG, CHESTNUT NECK IS STRIPED WITH BLACK, THE CROWN AND 
COMMON HERON BY ITS SMALLER SIZE AND DARKER COLORATION BACK OF THE HEAD ARE PURPLISH BLACK 


ON ITS NEST IN THE CAMARGUE: THE SPLENDID PURPLE HERON RECORDED IN COLOUR. 


The purple heron irdea purpurea) replaces the common heron over wide tracts of nesting-place. There a tent was erected among the reeds and left undisturbed for two 
Southern Europe. It is one of the most-photographed birds in the Camargue and has days so as to accustom the birds to its presence. Then Mr. Haller took up his 
on several occasions found its way to this country, the last occasion being at Kew in position in the hide, with his camera behind a hole in the canvas. The herons, quite 
1952. Mr. Werner Haller, photographer and bird-watcher, visited the Camargue, in the unaware of the presence of an intruder, brooded their eggs and cleaned out their nests, 
South of France, and there, aided by two assistants, discovered the nesting-place of and Mr. Haller was able to take the colour photographs which are shown on this 
some twenty pairs. After crossing a murky-looking lake in a fishing-boat, Mr. Haller page. The call of the purple heron is very similar to that of the common heron, but 


and his companions made their way through wet and tangled undergrowth to the the purple heron is seldom vocal. 





